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Bally’s Chicago casino begins 24/7
operation next week
ROBERT CHANNICK Chicago Tribune  3 hrs ago   0

ROBERT CHANNICK Chicago Tribune

HICAGO — Gamblers will soon be able to roll the dice around the clock at
Bally’s Chicago after the casino was granted approval to expand to a 24/7

operation beginning Dec. 27.

Bally’s Chicago has been limited to a 20-hour daily schedule since opening its
temporary casino Sept. 9. The Illinois Gaming Board signed off on the casino’s request
for expanded hours Dec. 6.

“Opening our doors 24/7 is an important step as we continue to increase our
visitation,” Mark Wong, vice president and general manager of Bally’s Chicago, said in
a news release Wednesday. “This is a progression toward attaining the goals we set
out to achieve and gives us similar hours to other local casino properties.”

Rhode Island-based Bally’s was selected by the city last year to build a $1.74 billion
casino at the 30-acre Freedom Center printing plant site in River West, which is
expected to open in 2026. The casino can operate at its temporary facility inside
Medinah Temple for up to three years after being granted a 12-month extension by
the Gaming Board in October.

The state’s sweeping 2019 gambling expansion bill, which created six new casino
licenses including the one awarded to Bally’s Chicago, also allowed land-based
facilities and 24/7 operations. Most established Illinois casinos maximize their license
and stay open continuously.

Listen now and subscribe: Apple Podcasts | Google Podcasts | Spotify | Stitcher | RSS Feed | Omny Studio

Bally’s Chicago has previously said that going 24/7 will enable the casino to boost
revenues and gain more traction as it looks to build its business in an increasingly
competitive gambling landscape.

The casino at Medinah Temple generated just over $7.6 million in adjusted gross
receipts last month, matching its October revenue totals, according to data published
by the Gaming Board. Bally’s Chicago hosted 86,459 visitors during November, up
more than 3,000 from the previous month.

Bally’s Chicago ranked fourth in revenue and second in admissions in November
among the state’s 15 casinos, according to Gaming Board data. Rivers Casino Des
Plaines led the way with $43.5 million in adjusted gross receipts and 249,000
admissions.

As part of its expanded hours, Bally’s Chicago will now offer 24/7 dining service at its
Wabash Cafe. The casino is also adding discounted parking and expanded shuttle
service.

Tensions are rising between Illinois officials and the White House as the migrant crisis in Chicago continues to grow.
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Chicago Mayor-elect Brandon Johnson speaks to supporters after defeating Paul Vallas in the mayoral runoff election,
late Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in Chicago. 
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Election 2023 Chicago Mayor

Chicago Mayor-elect Brandon Johnson celebrates with his family and supporters after defeating Paul Vallas in the
mayoral runoff election, late Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in Chicago. 
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Election 2023 Chicago Mayor

Supporters of Chicago Mayor-elect Brandon Johnson listen to him speak after he defeated Paul Vallas in the Chicago
mayoral runoff election late Tuesday, April 4, 2023, in Chicago. 
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Brandon Johnson - 2022

Chicago mayoral candidate Brandon Johnson, right, speaks with owner Bobby Price Chicago during a public listening
session at Principle Barbers, Monday, Dec. 19, 2022, in the North Lawndale neighborhood of Chicago. 
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Brandon Johnson - 2023

Cook County Commissioner Brandon Johnson participates in a forum with other Chicago mayoral candidates hosted
by the Chicago Women Take Action Alliance, Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023, at the Chicago Temple in Chicago.
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Cook County Commissioner Brandon Johnson participates in a forum with other Chicago mayoral candidates hosted
by the Chicago Women Take Action Alliance Jan. 14, 2023, at the Chicago Temple in Chicago.
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Brandon Johnson - 2022

Chicago mayoral candidate Brandon Johnson speaks to supporters during a public listening session at Principle
Barbers, Monday, Dec. 19, 2022, in the North Lawndale neighborhood of Chicago. 
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Bally’s Chicago expands to a 24/7 operation beginning Dec. 27, 2023.
Antonio Perez, Chicago Tribune
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