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OUR MISSION AND WORK

Chicago-
Calumet River 
Subwatersheds

You Are Here

Chicago 
River system

Friends of the Chicago River:
is an award-winning nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to improve and protect the Chicago River 
system for people, plants, and animals. 

www.chicagoriver.org
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BLUE-GREEN CORRIDOR APPROACH



Ballys Casino Development Team | 06.08.2022

RETURN ON INVESMENT

• $1.77 in additional 
economic output for 
every dollar spent on 
blue-green corridor 
projects

• Create over $192 million 
in total economic benefits 
annually over a 15-year 
timespan

• Improve the water quality 
of the Chicago River, 
biodiversity, recreational 
opportunities, and public 
health, while decreasing 
flood damage, pollution, 
and the urban heat island 
effect
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CHICAGO RIVER DESIGN GUIDELINES

• 2019 version is new since PD 
approval

• Note plant palette in Appendix 
7.4

• Landscape strategies on page 
31

• In the menu of improvements, 
don’t neglect 4.3 Nature

• Sustainable Development 
Policy – stormwater, green 
roof, and bird friendly design 
requirements
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Friends of the Chicago River’s priorities 
for river- edge developments are:
• Habitat creation, protection, and enhancement.
• Stormwater capture and infiltration through 

nature-based solutions.
• Avoidance of potentially river harming or polluting 

uses.
• Welcoming public access to the river’s edge and 

the waterway for recreation.
• A continuously connected river edge trail system.

RIVER EDGE DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES
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HABITAT CONNECTIVITY STRATEGIES

• Patches of dense landscape throughout the site
• Multi-layered native vegetation 
• Avoid widely-spaced ornamental landscape 

plantings
• Provide meaningful tree cover
• Variety of plant species that support biodiversity
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EXISTING RIVER EDGE CONDITIONS
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Concrete capped 
seawall

Steel seawall,
with lower portions

EXISTING RIVER EDGE CONDITIONS
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LANDSCAPE FOR RIVER EDGES

• Push trails back from edge of river to leave 
landscaped edge

• This provides a better experience and buffer 
for people and is good for habitat / water 
quality

• Cut down seawall to minimum height, slope 
edge to water (see Southbank Riverwalk)

• Provide dense, multi-layered landscape 
along the river trail that include understory 
plantings and shrubs
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PRECEDENTS FOR INNOVATION

The Southbank Riverwalk (at Harrison)
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• Drive innovation in 
sustainable casino design. 

• Be the greenest, most 
contemporary interpretation 
of a casino. 

• Recognize the importance 
and sensitivity of the river 
context / location

PRECEDENTS FOR INNOVATION

Vancouver Convention Center (LMN Architects) – World’s 1st LEED Platinum Convention Center
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PRECEDENTS FOR INNOVATION

Vancouver Convention Center (LMN Architects) – World’s 1st LEED Platinum Convention Center
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“The most visible evidence of the project’s deep 
approach to ecology is its living roof—at 6 acres it is 
the largest in Canada, hosting some 400,000 
indigenous plants and 240,000 bees in 4 colonies that 
provide honey for the convention center restaurant.”
– LMN Architects

PRECEDENTS FOR INNOVATION

Vancouver Convention Center (LMN Architects) – World’s 1st LEED Platinum Convention Center
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The Old Post Office (The Meadow) – captures 300,000 gallons of stormwater

PRECEDENTS FOR INNOVATION
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Make this the greenest casino in the world:
• Drive innovation for casino design with a 

contemporary sustainable approach. 
• Design landscaped river edge public space of a 

scale that is in proportion to the density of the 
development.

• Avoid over commercialization/privatization of the 
riverfront public space.

• Use a nature-based landscape approach that 
provides pockets of habitat, stormwater capture, 
and biodiverse green roofs throughout the site.

• Treat the river as a natural resource, not a water 
feature.

www.chicagoriver.org

CONNECT WITH US!

SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES


